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Claims 1-17 are cancel. 

18. (Currently Amended) A method for using a distributed computer network to 
facilitate collaboration between clients working on a common project, wherein the distributed 
computer network comprises client computers databases and a central database, said method 
comprising the steps of: 

publishing project specific data in a plurality of project data fields to the central database; 
assigning a global unique identifier to each project data field of the plurality of project 
data fields; 

mapping the global unique identifier for each project data field to an associated local data 
field for the project specific data maintained in the client fsemputers databases : and 

exchanging information related to the common project between the client eomputen 
databases, wherein the exchanged information is matched to the associated local data field 
maintained in the client databases based upon each global unique identifier, said 

exchanging step comprising the steps o f; 

selecting information to exchange hst™ ^ a first client database and a 
client database, wherein the information commit * p lurality 0 f i nM l Hat, ma* 
maintained in the first client dataha.w; 

determining whether each local data fielH of ft e plurality of 1^1 data fields 
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maintained in the first client database is ab ated with a respective global .,ni T i» 
identifier 

in the event that a global unioue identifier is q o t associated with each local data 
figld, obtaining a g i obal mim(t identifier for eflcn locft| dflta firf<f m 

global unique identifier: 

mapping the global unique identifier obtained in sa,d obtaininp step » 
respective local data field m aintained in the first client dataha«» ; anH 

transmitting the information from the fi rst client databl e to the s^nH riw 
database, wherein each local data field in the transm i tted informal i s matched tn » 
corresponding local da* field maintained in the s e cond client database based nnnn ft « 
respective g lobal unique identifier. 



19. (Canceled) 

20. (Currently Amended) A method according to Claim «► 18, further comprising the 
step of obtaining from the central database addressing information associated with the second 
client computer- database, wherein the information is transmitted from the first client eemputer 
database to the second client computer database according to the addressing information. 



21. (Canceled) 
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22. (Currently Amended) A method according to Claim 2J- 18, wherein said 
exchanging step further comprises the steps of: 

receiving by the second client computer database the information transmitted in said 
transmitting step, wherein the information comprises a respective global unique identifier 
associated with each local data field maintained in the first client computer- database : 

detennining whether each respective global unique identifier is associated with a local 
data field maintained in the second client computor database: and 

in the event that a global unique identifier is not associated with a local data field 
maintained in the second client eemptfe* djt^ mapping the respective global unique 
identifier without an associated local data field maintained in the second client eempt** 
database to a local data field maintained in the second client sompsteF database . 

23. (Currently Amended) A method according to Claim 18, wherein said onohanging 
r h ff fi rrtno r mn.pi i^ u^l i u uy i i b the information exchanged in ^ changW ^ » ™, 
^ied without storing tho information in the central database. 

24. (Original) A method according to Claim 18, further comprising the step of storing 
confidential information for a specific client on a specific client database connected to the central 
database of the distributed computer network, 

wherein the specific client retains ownership of the confidential information stored on the 
specific client database. 
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25. (Currently Amended) A method according to Claim 1 8, wherein said exchanging 
step comprises exchanging information related to a plurality of common projects between the 
client oomputo re databases . 

26. (Original) A method according to Claim 18, further comprising the step of storing 
the global unique identifier for each project data field in the central database. 

27. (Currently Amended) A method according to Claim 18, further comprising the 

steps of: 

sending an invitation from [a] the first client c o mputer that invito database to invito a 
second client to collaborate on the common project; and 

responding to the invitation at [a] the second client eemputef database by one of 
accepting or rejecting the invitation. 

28. (Currently Amended) A method according to Claim 18, wherein said mapping 
step comprises the steps of: 

comparing a particular local data field maintained in a particular client oomputor database 
to a particular project data field published in the central database; 

determining if the particular local data field corresponds to the particular project data 
field based on a result of said comparing step; and 

in the event that the particular local data field corresponds to the particular project data 
field, assigning the global unique identifier associated with the particular project data field to the 
particular local data field. 
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29. (Currently Amended) A method according to Claim 28, further comprising the 
step of importing the particular project data field and its assigned global unique identifier into the 
particular client database, in response to a determination that the particular local data 
field does not correspond to the particular project data field. 

30. (Currently Amended) A method according to Claim 18, further comprising the 
step of tracking changes to information exchanged between the client o omput ore databases to 
determine whether an old version of the information and a new version of the information exist. 

3 1 . (Original) A method according to Claim 30, wherein said tracking step comprises 
the steps of: 

recording tracked changes to the information in a document table, wherein the document 
table includes data associated with the old version and the new version; and 
setting a status in the document table if the old version is outdated. 

32. (Original) A method according to Claim 31, wherein said recording step 
comprises the step of associating the old version and the new version with a document history 
table when the old version and the new version are part of a family of documents, wherein the 
document history table stores data indicating changes made to each document in the family of 

documents. 
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33. (Currently Amended) A method for using a distributed computer network to 
facilitate the exchanging of information between clients in the construction industry, wherein the 
distributed computer network comprises client g**^ database, and a central database, said 
method comprising the steps of: 

storing «eafeg an electronic document in [a] one of the client o o mp ut or databases, the 
electronic document having a plurality of data fields each containing information to be shared; 

publishing the data fields of the electronic document to the central database; 

assigning by the central database a global unique identifier to each data field of the 
plurality of data fields in the electronic document; 

storing in the central database each assigned global unique identifier; 

mapping each assigned global unique identifier to an associated local data field maintained 

in the client eemptrtere databases, said manning st T .n^ sinp the ^ nf . 

comparing a particular local data field in a n »«ir„u r ^ dfltahacft tn . 
particular data field nf the electronic Hnn,^^ r „, Mshed in ^ c ^ AmtAammt 

determining if the particular local data field enm^ c , p Ae nnrtir „, nr AatB 
field of the electronic, document hassd ™ , ^ of sairi ^ ^ 

in the event that the particular local dnta field ^rr^H. t0 the fm ^ lmr 
field of the electronic docment, a^sipninp the rt obal unim,. tn th „ 

particular data field of the electronic document tn the, p ^v,,^ loca1 riata fi . 1H . „„,, 
exchanging between the client databases the information contained in the 

electronic document, wherein the exchanged information is matched to the associated local data field 
maintained in the client eemp*«* ^abases based upon each assigned global unique identifier. 
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34. (Canceled) 

35. (Currently Amended) A method according to Claim 34 33, further comprising the 
step of importing the particular data field of the electronic document and its assigned global 
unique identifier into the particular client database, in response to a determination that 
the particular local data field does not correspond to the particular data field of the electronic 

document. 

36. (Original) A method according to Claim 33, further comprising the step of storing 
confidential information for a specific client on a specific client database connected to the central 
database of the distributed computer network, 

wherein the specific client retains ownership of the confidential information stored on the 

specific client database, 

37. (Currently Amended) A method according to Claim 33, further comprising the 
step of tracking changes to information exchanged between the client comput e rs databases to 
fcterrnine whether an old version of the information and anew version of the information exist. 

38. (Original) A method according to Claim 37, wherein said tracking step comprises 
the step of recording tracked changes to the information in a document table, wherein the 
document table includes data associated with the old version and the new version. 
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39. (Original) A method according to Claim 38, wherein said tracking step comprises 
the step of setting a status in the document table if the old version is outdated. 

40. (Canceled) 



41. (New) A method according to Claim 33, wherein said exchanging step comprises 
the steps of: 

selecting information to exchange between a first client database and a second client 
database, wherein the information comprises a plurality of local data fields maintained in the first 
client database; 

determining whether each local data field of the plurality of local data fields maintained 
in the first client database is associated with a respective global unique identifier; 

in the event that a global unique identifier is not associated with each local data field, 
obtaining a global unique identifier for each local data field without an associated global unique 
identifier; 

mapping the global unique identifier obtained in said obtaining step to a respective local 
data field maintained in the first client database; and 

transmitting the information from the first client database to the second client database, 
wherein each local data field in the transmitted information is matched to a corresponding local 
data field maintained in the second client database based upon the respective global unique 
identifier. 



Application/Control Number: 09/693,781 p age 10 

Art Unit: 2155 



42. (New) A method according to Claim 41, wherein said exchanging step further 
comprises the steps of: 

receiving by the second client database the information transmitted in said transmitting 
step, wherein the information comprises a respective global unique identifier associated with 
each local data field maintained in the first client database; 

deteimining whether each respective global unique identifier is associated with a local 
data field maintained in the second client database; and 

in the event that a global unique identifier is not associated with a local data field 
maintained in the second client database, mapping the respective global unique identifier without 
an associated local data field maintained in the second client database to a local data field 
maintained in the second client database. 

43. (New) A method for using a distributed computer network to facilitate 
collaboration between clients working on a common project, wherein the distributed computer 
network comprises client databases and a central database, said method comprising the steps of: 

publishing project specific data in a plurality of project data fields to the central database; 
assigning a global unique identifier to each project data field of the plurality of project 
data fields; 

mapping the global unique identifier for each project data field to an associated local data 
field for the project specific data maintained in the client databases, wherein said mapping step 
comprises the steps of: 

comparing a particular local data field maintained in particular client database to a 
particular project data field published in the central database; 

detenmning if the particular local data field corresponds to the particular project 



Application/Control Number: 09/693,781 
Art Unit: 2155 



Page 11 



data field based on a result of said comparing step; 

in the event that the particular local data field corresponds to the particular project 
data field, assigning the global unique identifier associated with the particular project 
data field to the particular local data field; and 0 

importing the particular project data field and its assigned global unique identifier 
into the particular client database, in response to a determination that the particular local 
data field does not correspond to the particular project data field; and 
exchanging information related to the .common project between the client databases, 

wherein the exchanged information is matched to the associated local data field maintained in the 

client databases based upon each global unique identifier. 
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44. (New) A method according to Claim 43, wherein said exchanging step comprises 
the steps of: 

selecting information to exchange between a first client database and a second client 
database, wherein the information comprises a plurality of local data fields maintained in the first 
client database, and wherein each local data field in the first client database is associated with a 
respective global unique identifier; and 

transmitting the information from the first client database to the second client database, 
wherein the transmitted information is matched to a corresponding local data field maintained in 
the second client database based upon the respective global unique identifier associated with 
each local data field maintained in the first client database. 

45. (New) A method according to Claim 44, further comprising the step of obtaining 
from the central database addressing information associated with the second client database, 
wherein the information is transmitted from the first client database to the second client database 
according to the addressing information. 
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46. (New) A method according to Claim 43, wherein said exchanging step comprises 
the steps of: 

selecting information to exchange between a first client database and a second client 
database, wherein the information comprises a plurality of local data fields maintained in the first 
client database; 

determining whether each local data field of the plurality of local data fields maintained 
in the first client database is associated with a respective global unique identifier, 

in the event that a global unique identifier is not associated with each local data field, 
obtaining a global unique identifier for each local data field without an associated global unique 
identifier; 

mapping the global unique identifier obtained in said obtaining step to a respective local 
data field maintained in the first client database; and 

transmitting the information from the first client database to the second client database, 
wherein each local data field in the transmitted information is matched to a corresponding local 
data field maintained in the second client database based upon the respective global unique 
identifier. 
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47. (New) A method according to Claim 46, wherein said exchanging step further 
comprises the steps of: 

receiving by the second client database the information transmitted in said transmitting 
step, wherein the information comprises a respective global unique identifier associated with 
each local data field maintained in the first client database; 

determining whether each respective global unique identifier is associated with a local 
data field maintained in the second client database; and 

in the event that a global unique identifier is not associated with a local data field 
maintained in the second client database, mapping the respective global unique identifier without 
an associated local data field maintained in the second client database to a local data field 
maintained in the second client database. 

48. (New) A method according to Claim 43, wherein said exchanging step further 
comprises exchanging the information without storing the information in the central database. 

49. (New) A method according to Claim 43, further comprising the step of storing 
confidential information for a specific client on a specific client database connected to the-central 
database of the distributed computer network, 

wherein the specific client retains ownership of the confidential information stored on the 
specific client database. 
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50. (New) A method according to Claim 43, wherein said exchanging step comprises 
exchanging information related to a plurality of common projects between the client databases. 

51. (New) A method according to Claim 43, further comprising the step of storing the 
global unique identifier for each project data field in the central database. 

52. (New) A method according to Claim 43, further comprising the steps of: 
sending an invitation from a first one of the client databases to invite a second client to 

collaborate on the common project; and 

responding to the invitation at a second one of the client databases by one of accepting or 
rejecting the invitation. 



53. (New) A method according to Claim 43, further comprising the step of tracking 
changes to information exchanged between the client databases to determine whether an old 
version of the information and a new version of the information exist. 

54. (New) A method according to Claim 53, wherein said tracking step comprises the 
steps of: 

recording tracked changes to the information in a document table, wherein the document 
table includes data associated with the old version and the new version; and 
setting a status in the document table if the old version is outdated. 
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55. (New) A method according to Claim 54, wherein said recording step comprises 
the step of associating the old version and the new version with a document history table when 
the old version and the new version are part of a family of documents, wherein the document 
history table stores data indicating changes made to each document in the family of documents. 



